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Instructional Hours and Proficiency 
Exam Option National Spanish Exam (NSE) / National Spanish Assessment (NSA)

Corresponding 
Level 

Level 01 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 

Mode & Skill 
135-150

hours
270-300

hours
405-450 hours 540-600 hours 675-750 hours 825-900 hours

Interpretive 
Listening 

Novice Mid Novice High 
Intermediate 

Low 
Intermediate 

Mid 
Intermediate 

High 

Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low 

Interpretive 
Reading 

Int. High 
Int. Mid 

Interpersonal 
Speaking  

Int. High 
Adv. Low 

Presentational 
Speaking 

Novice Low Nov. Mid Nov. High Int. Low 
Int. Mid Int. High 

Presentational 
Writing Int. High 

Please note: The National Spanish Exam (NSE) offers 7 levels of competition (Level 01-Level 6) and the National Spanish Assessments 

(NSA) offers 7 levels of evaluation (Level 01-Level 6).


